[Mistaking a long QT syndrome for epilepsy: does every seizure call for an ECG?].
Syncope is a common and difficult differential diagnosis for epilepsy. One possible cause for a cardiac syncope is a long QT syndrome (LQTS). LQTS with torsade de pointes tachycardia can lead to lethal ventricular fibrillation and cardiac arrest. Patients with LQTS when first diagnosed as suffering from epileptic fits often experience a particularly long diagnostic delay which may even take years. In some cases, the diagnosis of LQTS is not made until the patient needs resuscitation due to a cardiac arrest. Therefore, ECG recording should be performed for every patient presenting with a seizure considered to be of epileptic origin not only at the beginning of the disease but also when fits occur in spite of antiepileptic treatment in order to prevent an incorrect diagnosis and delay in making the correct diagnosis.